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"IN THE CHURCH PORCH.
THEATRE GOING—CHRISTIAN UNITY.

. A carcful observaton convinoes me that every

year the number of church members who habitually
attend the theatre fs [ncreasing. 1 have talked with
many pastors on the subject and they admit the fact,
though some of them do so reluctantly., They know
perfectly well (hat a large percentage of their
members go to the theatrs; but as it Is impossible fo
indiet & nation, &0 It has become {mpossible for the
shurehes to diseipline ther theaire-golng members,
simply beeauss of thelr great numbers. Feen the
denaminati ins wilch specificall: condemn the theatrs
are powerless to enforce the'r conde:nnation In
pracifco; while other denominations elther ignore the
question enirely, leaving It to each member to settle
for himself, or mildly approve of the drama (n the
ahstract.  An In ingly large ber of the clergy
either go th ives 1o reputabls dramatio perform-
snces or approve of thelr members doing so. The
fulminstions of individual clergymen agalust the
draina now excite littls attention either in the church
or ont of it. TUls not likely that afiy demomination
will ever In so many words approve of theatre-guing.
But in the end it amounts to the same thing when they
refuse to unchuroh Jghose who are known to bo
theatre-goers. 1 hold no bref either for the church or
the stago, but simply state the facts as they are. It
rests with the theologlans to explain these facts,
and give them the proper moral color.

“Yes, I attend the theatrs occaslonally,” sald &
Baptist clergyman to me not long ago. “I do
80 becausa it & to me one of the best kinds of mental
recreation. 1 never witness a good play without feel-
fng the better for It. The drama s a school In
which I learn much about human ty that I would not
otherwise learn. It brushes away the coliwebs that
are g0 apt to gather in the mind of & bookish pro-
frssional man. It brings him In touch wth the world
ot real men and women around him. Tt satisfles his
hunger for that [deal justics and [deal triumph of
Heht over wrong which are %o sellom seen fn the
actual world. 1 do mot sssume to speak for any
one but myeelf: but In my opinfon an occasional
visit to @ ‘first-class theatre would be good for all
the clergy. 1t would quicken ther sympathles,
Porrect thelr superabundant Ideal'sm, give them a
teder inslght Into the relations botween good and
evl, and last but not least would du more than any-
thing else to elevate the drama.  When Christian men
and women, both elerieal and lay, shall frankly
rrcognize the drama as 8 necessary anteome of human
nature, the moral character of the drama will at ones
refleet tho Idews and bellafs of these Christ.an men
and women. It will be whatever they desire to make
s

The churches have boen very much handicapped In
their opposition to the theatrs by the tacit approval
which many of them bave given to lotter es and other
equally objecilonable entertalnments the objeét of
which Is to raise money. Thers can be nothing in-
vidious In referring to this, as most of the denom'-
nations are tarted with the eam= stick, aud thelr
organs have vigorously denounced the abuse. 1 was
unee present at a negro minstrel entertainment glven
In the church for the benefit of a church. Aond the
only differcnes betwsen the entertalnment and & pro-
feesional minstrel show was thet It was & little more
erarsn and polptless, and not so well dono. The
wretehed pastor bad to ba present at the thing, of
course, In arder to show that he sympathized with the
efforts of the young people.  He told me afterward
that If he refused to countenance such entertalnments
Le would Jose his hold on the young people entirely,
a+ they would go to another church where they
wotild be appreciated. 1 have even known of ehurch
falys In wh eh eertaln protiy girls could be kissed for
o dollar; that Is to say a Lisslng game was opened,
the entrance fee to which was coe doliar. 1 need
not enlarge on the lottery business, as we can see it in
full blast pvery season at numerons chureh fare. 8o
long as these things are allowed, the churches can-
not enns'stently condemn  theatrs-golng. On the
spcore of morelity, decency, reflnement and Interest,
» good play in a reputabls theatre is far preferable
ta a demoraliz ng church fair with a Iottery attacks
ment ar & cheap amatenr dramatie show.

An estaemad EpSeopal clergyman demurs to my
plasful description last Sunday of the spirit In which
the Preshyterian Church might offer terma of unlon
to the Epscopal Church.  He thinks that to ask the
Episcopalians to give up Eplscopacy, a liturgy and
vestmonts would be to ask them to give up every
thing that distnguishes them from other churches,
enid as the Eplscopal Churel does not lmpose similar
terms on other churches as a condition to unity, he
characterzes my lusiration as wnfalr. But @8 1t
true, as my pood friend asserts, that “ the Fplseopal
Uhureh In her terms of unity does not ask any re-
lgious body to give up any doctrine or truth or
rite of which It is alremdy in pussession™; 1 think
not,  Every non-Eplscopal denomination of which 1
know anything clalms to have a valid ministry @ in
other words It clalms to have the suthority to teach
and preach the Gospel. Lt the Eplscopal Church
does not admit that elalm, and, mdeed, cannot ad-
mt It without eurrendering the cornerstone of
ipiscopacy. - It seems To me, therefore, that the
Episcopul Church does ask fts glster ehurches to give
up everrthing which they possess or think they
pussess.  For the momeut they acknowledgn that they
Tave no valid monlstry, they thereby acknowledge
themselves to be no chvrches : and they are of course,
therefore, In duty bound to serk admizsion to the
Gpoek, Roman or Anglienn commuuions as the case
may be. This s the real point at issue, and no
amount of prety talk can obscure (L Imagine, for
nstanes, an lsland thousands of miles from any other
countey, Imagine all the Inkabitants of that lsland
but 100 to be members of the Roman Catholle Chureh.
Imagine those hundred dissentess to be members of a
duly organized Presbyterian Church. Imag ne that
for varlous reasons it is fmpossible to establish or
(ntroduce the Protestant Eplscopal Church in this
falurd. The great Roman Cathol'e Chureh fully
arganfzed and the lttla Presbyterian congregation
fully opganized  live sido Ly side, am.cably, yet In-
dependent of each other. One day an Eplscopal
clergsman arrfvos on the lsland, and on Bunday
every one ls apxlous 1o see wherse he will stiend
serviee, Dors he ghow bhis desire for Trotestant
unity by attending the Presbyterian service?  Not
at &l for be ‘& & very sfrong Churchman and he holds
ihat the Preshyterian Church s “ not a braneh of the
true church.” Therefore ho worships In s Roman
Catholie ebureh, which “is a branch of the true
church® And on Monday morulng he tells those
poor Presbyterians that in the absence of the Epls-
copal Church thefr enly course Is to submit to the
Poman Cailiolle Chureh. In that way alone can
they promote Christian unity. Carried to 11s logical
conclustons this |s the Episcopal position on the
fuest on of Chrietian anity. Need wo be surprised
1t the Protestaut “sects™ do not at once recognize its
beauty ? L

The relation |..»:wm-n rrlrnfa and rellgion {3 &
pretts theeadbare subjeet, Lut Dr. Mengar has never
1hieless snecesded (n saying somehing fresh about It In
tha August * Forum.™ * Ieliglon’s Galn from Selence”
fs his tople, and his wreument nay be summed up as
follows :

1. Eclence has deeprned revArenCo. It Is not as
ecstatic, perbaps as it was, but It Is profounder and
mom rational.

o, Bclence has taught religlon to think according to
causa and effect,  Leliglon now teids less to axhale
Jisalf in mere devotion, and mare 1o ally (1sclf with the
laws of buman pature and of society.

4. Science has delivercd religion from its heaviest
Incubus, superstition.

4. Sclence bas put religion upon the track of the
fmportant truth that lanws ere Datural Jews.

5. Science 18 delivering religlon from the habf of
defending doctrines and supposed truths hecause of
their apparent ussfulness, ‘The reientiess rule of
selonce to ssek for the truth—for realities— Is becom-
ing geneial
@, Sc ence has made religion more practical, more
coguizant of the fact that duty covers all action, and
less mddieted to the drawing of lines of arblirary
distinction. -

The Bishop of Ely wili hereaftor license his dea-
cons to presch only one original sormon & waek, on
the ground that a young man just entering the minis-
try canpot with justice to himself or tho subject
prepare more than one sertnon & week He thinks
that the people will be the gainers, as they will hear
two good sermons & weell, ono original and ons we-
lected, instead of two poor origival sermons. Al
this Is In a measurs trus of old as well as young
preachers,  The thought of the umond sermon to be
written Is very apl to yeo the preasher while he
s w rmn, his firsi ; and, on the other haod, the pro-
ﬂl‘llla the fict secmon exhuusts all she vitality

for the second.  And 1his is ono argument for
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